Journal of Social Continuity & Change ) o
Vol. 3, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2024, 381-411 ™ | (P ok
. . ( Social Continuity
. 74 Journal Homepage: http://jscc.yazd.ac.ir & Change (sco)
Y= P-ISSN: 2783-3259 E-ISSN: 2783-3100

Social Capital, Hope for the Future and the Desire for International
Migration: A Study among University Students in Kerman

Hamed Sajadil*, Mehdi Amirkafi2, Saideh Garousi3

1". PhD Candidate in Sociology of Social Problems of Iran, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, Kerman, Iran (Corresponding Author); h.sajadi@ens.uk.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University
of Kerman, Kerman, Iran; mamirkafi@uk.ac.ir

3. Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University of
Kerman, Kerman, Iran; sgarousi@uk.ac.ir

Abstract Original Article

Background and Aim: International migration and the desire to migrate, particularly among educated youth, pose
significant challenges to developing societies. This study aims to explain the reasons behind the desire to migrate
internationally from a social perspective by examining the effects of two variables: hope for the future and social
capital (focusing on institutional trust and social networks) on the dependent variable.

Data and Method: The study utilized a survey research design, collecting data through questionnaires. The statistical
population consists of all students from four universities in Kerman across all levels of education. The sample size is
511 individuals, chosen through stratified sampling.

Findings: The findings indicate significant relationships between hope for the future, social networks, and the
dependent variable. Furthermore, path analysis suggests that institutional trust indirectly affects the desire to migrate.
Ultimately, the proposed model accounts for 26% of the variations in the dependent variable.

Conclusion: The results show that trust in country's internal institutions and hope for the future have a negative and
significant relationship with the desire to migrate. Therefore, the more people trust their country's institutions and
have hope for the future, the less they desire to emigrate. On the other hand, social networks in the migration
destination play an important role in increasing the desire for international migration.

Keywords: Aspiration to emigrate, Desire for international migration, Hope for the future, Social network,
Institutional trust, Student migration.

Key Message: Strengthening social capital and hope for the future among students can reduce students' desire for
international migration. Trust in domestic institutions and strong social networks at the destination significantly
influence the desire to migrate. Policies should focus on these areas to prevent elite migration and promote national
development.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
International migration has become a significant global phenomenon in recent decades,

with millions of people seeking to move across borders for various reasons (International
Organization for Migration, 2021). This trend holds significant importance in today's world as
it impacts not only the destination countries but also the countries of origin from which
migrants come. Given the important role that university students and graduates play in
actively contributing to societal development, this group has consistently been a primary
focus in migration studies. Among the social variables influencing the desire for international
migration, social capital and hope for the future are two important variables. Therefore, the
difference in the realization of migration opportunities between those without university
education and university graduates can be related to this approach in immigration policies
(Docquier et al,, 2014: 40). Therefore, the main objective of this study is to investigate the
relationship between social capital (institutional trust and social networks) and hope for the
future with the desire for international migration. In this regard, it is necessary to examine the
theoretical and empirical dimensions of the issue.

Methods and Data
The study utilized a survey research design, collecting data through questionnaires. The

statistical population includes all students at Kerman universities, specifically Shahid Bahonar
University of Kerman, Kerman University of Medical Sciences, Islamic Azad University
Kerman Branch, and Payam Noor University of Kerman Province, across all educational levels.
The sample size comprises 511 individuals selected through stratified sampling. Additionally,
the data analysis process used multivariate regression and path analysis.

Findings

The correlation between independent and dependent variables was calculated (see Table
1). The results indicate that all independent variables significantly relate (at the .01 level) to
the dependent variable, which represents the desire for international migration. The highest
correlation is found in the social network variable, with a value of 0.411, indicating a positive
relationship. Other independent variables show a negative and significant relationship with
the dependent variable, with hope for the future (-0.360) demonstrating a stronger
connection to the desire for international migration than institutional trust (-0.262).

| 382 Journal of Social Continuity & Change




Sajadi et al. / Social Capital, Hope for the Future and the Desire to ...

Table 1- Correlation Matrix of Independent and Dependent Variables (N=511)

Hope . N Desire for
. Social Institutional :
Variable for the International
Network Trust . .
Future Migration
Hope for the Future 1
Social Network -0.205** 1
Institutional Trust -0.678** -0.176** 1
Desire for International -0.360** 0.411** -0.262** 1
Migration
*p<0.01

To examine the simultaneous relationship between the independent and dependent
variables, multivariate regression analysis was used to determine the net effect of each
independent variable on the dependent variable. The results (Table 2) show that the impact of
social networks (8 = 0.351) on the intention to migrate internationally is greater than that of
the other variables, followed by the hope for the future variable (3 = -0.285). Moreover, after
controlling for demographic variables, the effect of the independent variables on the intention
to migrate only slightly decreased.

Table 2: Simultaneous Effects of Independent Variables on the Intention to Migrate

Internationally
: Significance
Variables Beta (B)  t-value Tomvellve)
Hope for the Future -0.258 -5.581 0.001
Social Network 0.351 8.999 0.001
Institutional Trust -0.03 -0.591 0.555

Conclusion and Discussion

The present study aimed to investigate the relationship between hope for the future and
social capital, focusing on social networks and institutional trust, in relation to the desire for
international migration among university students. Based on the theoretical framework,
social networks outside the country were expected to correlate with the desire to migrate
positively. At the same time, hope for the future and trust in domestic institutions would be
negatively correlated. The findings indicated that there was a significant negative correlation
between hope for the future and the desire to migrate, consistent with the results of studies

| 383 Journal of Social Continuity & Change




Sajadi et al. / Social Capital, Hope for the Future and the Desire to ...

by Abdollahi and Rezaee (2021), Klesh (2021), Gebresenbet (2022), and Pourmehdi and El
Abani (2023). In essence, the more individuals perceive the future of their society as fragile,
the more they will strive to pursue their future in other societies, thereby increasing their
desire for international migration.

Furthermore, social networks in the destination country play a crucial role in enabling
international migration. The results indicate that social networks have a significant positive
correlation with the desire for international migration. This finding aligns with the studies of
Sadeghi, Ghaffari, and Rezaei (2017), Manchin and Orazbayev (2016), and Manchin (2023).
Consequently, established migrant communities can offer valuable support systems, including
job opportunities, housing assistance, and emotional support. These networks not only ease
the transition process for migrants but also foster a sense of belonging and security in
unfamiliar environments, helping to alleviate their feelings of vulnerability.
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