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Original Article
Abstract
Background and Aim: This study aims to analyze the knowledge structure of global studies on social changes in the post-
COVID-19 era. The main objective is to identify major research topics, highlight existing research gaps, and set an agenda for
further research in this field.

Data and Method: This study adopts a descriptive-applied approach and utilizes scientometric analysis to evaluate
bibliographic data on post-pandemic social transformations retrieved from the Web of Science database. The dataset consists
of 5,036 documents published between 2022 and 2024, which were analyzed using Excel and RStudio software.

Findings: The findings indicate that scientific production in the field of post-pandemic social changes increased steadily from
2022 to 2024. The keywords "social changes," "health,” "gender," "policy," "impact," "education,” and "identity" show the
highest frequencies. The results reveal a strong focus on mental health, educational justice, gender, and policymaking,
whereas domains such as education, society, work, race, and culture still require further attention and development. The
strategic diagram demonstrates that the clusters "health, gender, women, children, and behaviour" and "impact,
management, power, policymaking, and science" have the highest levels of development and relevance, identifying them as
the driving themes of the field. Conversely, the cluster "politics, media, activism, state, and consumption" shows low density,
with its centrality percentage approaching zero. The topics "education, community, work, race, and culture” exhibit the
lowest levels of development and relevance, categorizing them as immature and emerging themes. Additionally, the cluster
"social change, identity, pattern, attitudes, and participation” displays low centrality, with a density percentage close to zero.

Conclusion: Global research on social changes in the post-COVID-19 era has primarily converged on topics such as
educational justice, health, gender, and collective behavior. Family participation and remote education have played a
significant role in empowering the new generation. Furthermore, attention to spiritual and gender health, along with the
promotion of strategic innovations, stand out as prominent themes in global post-pandemic literature.

Keywords: Social change, Knowledge structure, Scientometrics, COVID-19, Global studies.

Key Message: The knowledge structure of global post-COVID studies emphasizes an integrated analysis of health, education,
gender, and innovation. This comprehensive framework contributes to a deeper understanding of the complex
transformations triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic and facilitates the formulation of effective responses.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The COVID-19 pandemic, a major disruptive event in contemporary history, extended far
beyond a public health crisis, profoundly reshaping the social, economic, and cultural
structures of societies worldwide. These transformations have catalyzed a growing body of
interdisciplinary research in the social sciences addressing social changes in the post-COVID-
19 era. However, existing studies remain fragmented and largely confined to specific domains
such as mental health, social inequalities, education, and labour markets, highlighting the
need for a comprehensive and integrated assessment of the field. Therefore, a systematic
scientometric analysis of global research on social changes in the post-pandemic period is
essential to identify major research trends, thematic focuses, knowledge gaps, and patterns of
scientific collaboration, thereby providing a clearer understanding of the evolving knowledge
landscape.

Methods and Data

Adopting a scientometric approach based on bibliographic data retrieved from the Web of
Science database, this research seeks to identify the main research currents, fundamental
topics, knowledge gaps, and trends in scientific collaboration in this field, providing an
overview of the state of the art and setting priorities for future studies. This descriptive-
applied study analyzed data from 5,036 scientific documents published between 2022 and
2024 using Excel and RStudio software.

Findings

The analysis included publication trends, authorship patterns, institutional productivity,
and international collaboration networks. The results revealed an increasing trend in
scientific production regarding post-pandemic social changes, growing at an average annual
rate of approximately 16.9%. This growth reflects the rising academic interest in the social
transformations that followed the COVID-19 pandemic. The highest number of articles was
published in the journals Sustainability, Technological Forecasting and Social Change, and
Frontiers in Psychology. The Universities of Toronto, Queensland, and Michigan ranked as the
most prolific research institutions, while the United States contributed the largest share of
total publications.

Author productivity analysis indicated that Xinyang Wang, Yahua Wang, and Xiaolin Zhang
were the most cited researchers, whereas Jiawei Liu, Yifan Wang, Yi Hong Liu, and Yongyan Li
produced the greatest number of publications, illustrating the involvement of Chinese
scholars and international partnerships in knowledge production. Collaboration network
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analysis showed that the United States, Australia, and Canada participated in most of the
leading research themes, supported by the prominent role of their major universities.
Scientific collaborations were largely shaped by geographical proximity, with researchers
from industrialized nations leading knowledge production and research agenda-setting.
Conceptually, the most frequent keywords—such as “social change,” “health,” “gender,”

»”oa

impact,

n «

“policy, education,” and “identity”—highlighted major themes related to mental
health, educational equity, gender inequalities, social policy shifts, and both collective and
individual identity. The concept map demonstrated interconnections among these topics and
identified core areas, including social attitudes, mental health, women’s social experiences,
children’s behavioral patterns, social justice in education, media influence on social
participation, power dynamics, collective behavior, social support, science and innovation,

governance arrangements, and national sustainability.

Bradford’s Law analysis showed that 264 journals belonged to Zone 1, representing the
most influential journals in the field, while the remaining journals fell within Zones 2 and 3.
Thematic cluster analysis and keyword frequency further emphasized mental health,
education, gender, inequality, innovation, and social resilience as central research domains in
the post-COVID-19 era.

Conclusion and Discussion

The literature review demonstrated that current studies investigate diverse dimensions of
socially induced changes caused by the pandemic. While some research focuses on
psychological outcomes such as anxiety, stress, and work-family balance, other studies
emphasize the importance of social cohesion and policy support for mental well-being. The
bibliometric analysis also revealed that international collaboration and the active
participation of researchers from developed countries are essential for global knowledge
production and for addressing global challenges.

From a policy standpoint, the findings suggest that reframing traditional development
policies by emphasizing justice, resilience, and inclusive participation should be prioritized.
The evidence also indicates that crisis-driven knowledge development must be
interdisciplinary, grounded in strong scientific collaboration, and oriented toward collective
social reconstruction. Successful recovery in the post-pandemic world depends on the
interplay between social agreements, collaborative knowledge production, and public
support.

In summary, this study maps the knowledge landscape of social change research in the
post-pandemic period, identifies research gaps along with emerging priorities, and

| 77 Journal of Social Continuity and Change, 2026; 5(1), 75-98




Mostafavi et al. / The Knowledge Structure of Global Studies on ...

underscores the need for integrative analyses across health, education, gender, and
innovation domains. This study provides viable solutions for addressing the challenges faced
by human societies in the post-COVID-19 world. The comprehensive approach adopted herein
enables societies to better comprehend the multidimensional transformations induced by the
pandemic and to formulate more pertinent and effective responses. Furthermore, the findings
of this research can assist policymakers and scholars in prioritizing future research areas and
developing informed strategies to manage future social changes.
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