Journal of Social Continuity and Change

Vol. 5, No. 3, Autumn 2026, 539-571 (. S ’("/7

Social Continuity
& Change (scc)

vl Journal Homepage: http://jscc.yazd.ac.ir
e E-ISSN: 2783-3259 P-ISSN: 2783-3100

Reproduction and Redefinition of the Gender Order in the Socialization
Process of Adolescents Aged 12 to 15 in the Saadi Neighborhood of
Shiraz: A Grounded Theory Study

Ehsan Hamidizadeh®*, Farkhondeh Shahvandi®, Mohammad Taghi Abbasi Shavazi®

1. Department of Sociology and Social Planning, Faculty of Economics, Management, and Social Sciences, Shiraz
University, Shiraz, Iran

* Corresponding author: Ehsan Hamidizadeh. Email: ehamidi@shirazu.ac.ir

Original Article

Abstract

Background and Aim: Early adolescence is a pivotal period during which a society's gender order is transmitted to
the new generation and, at the same time, reconsidered. This study aimed to explore how the gender order is
reproduced and redefined in the socialization process of adolescents aged 12 to 15 in the Saadi neighborhood of Shiraz
and to develop a grounded model of this process.

Data and Methods: This study adopted a qualitative approach using the systematic grounded theory method. Data
were gathered through 30 semi-structured interviews with adolescents aged 12 to 15 in the Saadi neighborhood and
analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding based on the Strauss and Corbin approach.

Findings: The core category of the study was “gender identity negotiation within the context of neighborhood social
control.” The gendered division of labor within the family, honor-based values, and peer pressure (causal conditions)
served as driving forces for the continuity of the gender order, which were further intensified by poverty and the
gendered spatial structure of the neighborhood (contextual conditions). Digital media and local institutions functioned
as intervening conditions. Adolescents navigated this situation through apparent compliance, identity dualism,
everyday resistance, and role redefinition.

Conclusion: Gender socialization in this context represents a simultaneous arena of social continuity and change: the
local gender order is reproduced through the family, honor values, and neighborhood space, while generational gaps
and adolescents’ critical consciousness pave the way for its gradual change.

Keywords: Gender socialization; Reproduction of gender order; Gender identity negotiation; Adolescents;
Underprivileged urban neighborhood; Grounded Theory.

Key Message: The gender order is transmitted to adolescents in underprivileged neighborhoods through the family,
honor values, and neighborhood surveillance; however, adolescents negotiate it in their daily lives. These micro-level
negotiations mark the intersection of continuity and change in the gender order—a point that should serve as the
primary focus of social policymaking.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Gender socialization is a situated process through which adolescents learn, negotiate, and at
times challenge the meanings of femininity and masculinity. Early adolescence constitutes a
critical period in this process: gender attitudes formed at this age tend to persist into adult-
hood, influenced simultaneously by family, peers, school, and media (Kagesten et al., 2016).

Empirical evidence from Iran indicates that patriarchal control continues to shape women’s
lives well into adulthood, even post-divorce (Jalili et al., 2022), and that patriarchal values are

among the primary drivers of domestic violence against women (Koochani Esfahani et al.,

2022). If these behavioral patterns exhibit such persistence in adulthood, their roots must be
traced back to early adolescence. In underprivileged urban neighborhoods, gender socializa-
tion is further intertwined with economic insecurity, spatial control, family honor, and dense
neighborhood networks. Yet, socialization in such settings is not merely a mechanism of con-
tinuity; adolescents are also exposed to digital media, formal education, and alternative life-
styles that can destabilize local gender norms. Previous Iranian studies have predominantly
focused on sexual education and parental awareness, with few examining—from the adoles-
cents' own perspectives—how the gender order is both reproduced and redefined in margin-
alized neighborhoods. This study aims to explore how gender socialization occurs among ado-
lescents aged 12 to 15 in the Saadi neighborhood of Shiraz, and how this process leads to the
reproduction or redefinition of the gender order. The study draws on three theoretical
frameworks as sources of theoretical sensitivity: the social construction and performativity of
gender (West & Zimmerman, 1987; Butler, 2006), informal neighborhood-level social control

(Sampson et al,, 1997), and the nexus between urban poverty and gender roles, including
hegemonic masculinity (Connell & Messerschmidt, 2005).

Methods and Data

This study employed a qualitative design based on the systematic grounded theory ap-
proach of Strauss and Corbin. Participants comprised 30 adolescents aged 12 to 15 (14 girls
and 16 boys) who had resided for at least seven years in the Saadi neighborhood, an under-
privileged area of Shiraz. Sampling initially began purposively, facilitated by one researcher’s
several years of volunteer teaching experience in the neighborhood, and proceeded through
theoretical sampling until theoretical saturation was attained after the thirtieth interview. Da-
ta were collected through semi-structured interviews, which were transcribed verbatim and
analyzed concurrently with data collection. Analysis followed the three stages of open, axial,
and selective coding, employing constant comparative analysis to generate categories and in-
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tegrate them into a paradigmatic model of causal, contextual, and intervening conditions, ac-
tion/interaction strategies, and consequences. The trustworthiness of the findings was en-
hanced through member checking with four participants; peer review of the axial coding par-
adigm by two faculty members, four specialists, and two local community social workers; and
the involvement of research assistants in data interpretation. Written informed consent was
obtained from the adolescents and their parents or legal guardians. Participants were assured
of confidentiality and their right to withdraw at any stage. All reported names are pseudo-
nyms.

Findings

Data analysis yielded a paradigmatic model centered on the core category of "gender identi-
ty negotiation within the context of neighborhood social control.” This category describes a
process in which adolescents forge their gender identities neither in a vacuum nor purely out
of personal preference, but within a field of tension shaped by family, neighborhood, peers,
school, work, and digital media. Three causal conditions drive this process: First, the gendered
division of labor in the family links girls to domestic work, caregiving, and restricted mobility,
while connecting boys to breadwinning, public presence, and autonomy—a division continu-
ally reproduced through everyday rituals such as setting the table or working outside the
home. Second, values centered on honor (abroo) and zeal /protectiveness (gheyrat) transform
girls' bodies, attire, and relationships into matters of family reputation, while positioning boys
as guardians entitled to supervise their sisters. Third, peers and school reinforce gender
boundaries through ridicule, gossip, labeling, and comparison, although peer dialogues occa-
sionally foster critical perspectives. Two contextual conditions intensify these forces: Eco-
nomic poverty forces some boys prematurely into the labor market, binding masculinity to
earning money and limiting girls' choices; yet economic necessity can also legitimize mothers'
paid work, gradually altering neighbors' perceptions of women's capabilities. Furthermore,
the gendered spatial structure of the neighborhood renders the alley a space for learning and
socializing for boys, but a zone of surveillance, harassment, and reporting for girls. Digital me-
dia and local institutions (such as schools and parenting classes) act as intervening condi-
tions: they introduce alternative images of the body, relationships, and independence, en-
couraging some parents to adopt new parenting styles, though they may also serve as tools for
subtler forms of control. In response, adolescents deploy four strategies: apparent compliance
(particularly among girls) to avoid conflict and preserve family honor; identity dualism, con-
cealing aspects of their lives from adults; everyday resistance, such as boys critiquing judg-
ments of girls' appearance or mocking the taboo against boys crying; and redefinition of gen-
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der roles, including boys' participation in cooking and girls' aspirations for higher education
and employment. The consequences are twofold: the local gender order is reproduced, yet
generational/identity gaps and critical consciousness simultaneously emerge, paving the way
for gradual change.

Conclusion and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that gender socialization in the Saadi neighborhood is neither a
simple transfer of norms from adults to adolescents nor a fully individual choice; rather, it
represents a continuous negotiation between structure and agency. In line with the "doing
gender” perspective (West & Zimmerman, 1987), adolescents perform gender under the ac-

countable gaze of family, neighbors, and peers; however, in a dense, underprivileged neigh-
borhood, the cost of "improper" performance is vastly higher, as individual behavior rapidly
implicates collective family honor. Apparent compliance can be understood as a form of "bar-

gaining with patriarchy" (Kandiyoti, 1988), and everyday resistance functions as a low-profile
"weapon of the weak" (Scott, 1985). The findings also extend the concept of informal neigh-

borhood social control (Sampson et al., 1997) by demonstrating that such control is gendered

and asymmetrically targets girls. Consistent with Enneli and Enneli (2017), poverty simulta-

neously reinforces and erodes traditional gender roles; and echoing Basu et al. (2017), par-

ents maintain starkly gendered expectations for daughters and sons. From the standpoint of
social continuity and change, the main contribution of this study is to show that continuity
and change in the gender order are not separate processes, but are inextricably intertwined
within daily negotiations: the very mechanisms that sustain the local gender order inadvert-
ently produce concealment, critical consciousness, and incremental shifts in roles. Change in
such contexts is therefore more likely to emerge from the gradual accumulation of exceptions
than from sudden ruptures. Consequently, policies and interventions targeting adolescents in
marginalized urban neighborhoods should be contextualized and multi-level, addressing fami-
ly economic strain, ensuring safe and equal access to public space, promoting intergenera-
tional dialogue within schools and community centers, and enhancing media literacy for both
adolescents and parents.

Ethical Considerations
Compliance with Ethical Guidelines

This study was conducted in accordance with the ethical principles of qualitative research.
Participants were informed of the aims of the study, how data would be used, and their right
to withdraw at any stage. Given the participants' age, written informed consent was obtained
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from both the adolescents and their parents or legal guardians. Confidentiality was strictly
maintained, pseudonyms were used for all participants, interviews were conducted in a safe
and comfortable setting, and the findings are reported accurately and transparently.
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